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A new kind of songbook emerged in the later fifteenth century: personalized, portable, and lavishly
decorated. Five closely related chansonniers, copied in the Loire Valley region of central France c. 1465-c.
1475, are the earliest surviving examples of this new genre.
The Loire Valley Chansonniers preserve the music of such renowned composers as Guillaume Du Fay,
Johannes Ockeghem, and Antoine Busnoys. But their importance as musical sources has overshadowed the
significance of these manuscripts as artifacts in their own right.
This book places the physical objects at center, investigating the means by which they were produced and the
broader culture in which they circulated. Jane Alden performs a codicological autopsy upon the manuscripts
and reveals the hitherto unrecognized role of scribes in shaping the transmission and reception of the
chanson repertory. Alden also challenges the long-held belief that the Loire Valley Chansonniers were
intended for royal or noble patrons. Instead, she argues that a rising class of bureaucrats--notaries,
secretaries, and other court officials--commissioned these exquisite objects. Active as writers and
participants in poetry competitions, these individuals may even have written some of the chansons' texts.
The unique integration of image, text, and music found in chansonniers extends their appeal to a broad
readership. But for the nineteenth-century scholars who rediscovered these manuscripts, the larger literary
and visual resonances were not of primary interest. Alden documents the tangle of motivations--national
identity, populist politics, and the rise of the musical masterwork--that informed the earliest writings on these
books. Only now is their multifaceted structure the inspiration for a new generation of readers.
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Peacock:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and
Reception of the Loire Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music). All type of book would you
see on many resources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Melvin Wilhelm:

Here thing why that Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley
Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading
a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the content is as yummy as food or
not. Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural
History of Music) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out there
but there is no e-book that similar with Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the Loire
Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy
to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the
Loire Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) in e-book can be your substitute.

Leonie Blazek:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception of the
Loire Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of
people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Joseph Davis:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Songs, Scribes, and Society: The
History and Reception of the Loire Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) e-book written by
well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who have read



the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Songs, Scribes, and Society: The History and Reception
of the Loire Valley Chansonniers (New Cultural History of Music) as good book not only by the cover but
also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you
still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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