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“A powerful statement through both word and image of how individuals of African descent have negotiated
African cultural practices, whether through remembrance or rediscovery, as strategies for their physical and
psychological health.”—Jean Borgatti, Boston University
 
“Uses an interdisciplinary approach to understanding Kongo culture in Africa and its transformation in North
America. Valuable in its scope and coverage, this is an important collection of studies from the leading
scholars on Kongo.”—Mariana Candido, author of An African Slaving Port and the Atlantic World

The Kingdom of Kongo, situated in today’s Angola and the DRC, had already developed a sophisticated
artistic and cultural life by the time the Portuguese arrived in 1483. Europeans soon admired and collected
particular forms of Kongo art while Kongo elites converted to Christianity and started communicating with
European courts through writing.
         
With the development of the trans-Atlantic slave trade, many less fortunate Kongolese were transported to
the New World. From the Chesapeake Bay to New Orleans, Kongo peoples left their imprint on the life, art,
and cultures of the African diaspora. Only recently have scholars begun to fully understand the extent of this
influence.

Immersing readers in Kongo history and culture, the contributors to Kongo across the Waters investigate
how an African culture with considerable historical depth evolved over five centuries in West Central Africa
and also contributed significantly to the process of culture formation in communities of enslaved Africans
and descendants of enslaved Africans in North America. By looking at art from Kongo and from African
American communities in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, Kongo across the Waters brings to light
historic links between West Central Africa and North America.

This volume allows leading scholars of Kongo history, anthropology, linguistics, archaeology, and art to
examine the history of Kongo peoples from the fifteenth century through today. These essays probe the
historical interactions between the Kongolese and the Atlantic world, Kongo presence and influence in the
United States, and Kongo inspired artistic expression in contemporary art.
         
Visually and textually appealing, Kongo across the Waters is an overdue and valuable contribution to the
literature on Africa’s history and its Atlantic connections.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

This Kongo across the Waters book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will
get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular Kongo
across the Waters without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Kongo across the Waters can bring once you are and not make your bag
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even telephone.
This Kongo across the Waters having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Patricia Baker:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled Kongo across the Waters can be excellent book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.

Duane Vega:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Kongo across the Waters, you could
enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mary Fix:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Kongo across the Waters publication written
by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
also read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still skepticism Kongo across the Waters as good book not merely by
the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.
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