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The companion volume to the ten-part PBS TV series by the team responsible for
The Civil War and Baseball.

Continuing in the tradition of their critically acclaimed works, Geoffrey C. Ward and Ken Burns vividly
bring to life the story of the quintessential American music—jazz. Born in the black community of turn-of-
the-century New Orleans but played from the beginning by musicians of every color, jazz celebrates all
Americans at their best.

Here are the stories of the extraordinary men and women who made the music: Louis Armstrong, the
fatherless waif whose unrivaled genius helped turn jazz into a soloist's art and influenced every singer, every
instrumentalist who came after him; Duke Ellington, the pampered son of middle-class parents who turned a
whole orchestra into his personal instrument, wrote nearly two thousand pieces for it, and captured more of
American life than any other composer. Bix Beiderbecke, the doomed cornet prodigy who showed white
musicians that they too could make an important contribution to the music; Benny Goodman, the immigrants'
son who learned the clarinet to help feed his family, but who grew up to teach a whole country how to dance;
Billie Holiday, whose distinctive style routinely transformed mediocre music into great art; Charlie Parker,
who helped lead a musical revolution, only to destroy himself at thirty-four; and Miles Davis, whose search
for fresh ways to sound made him the most influential jazz musician of his generation, and then led him to
abandon jazz altogether. Buddy Bolden, Jelly Roll Morton, Dizzy Gillespie, Art Tatum, Count Basie, Dave
Brubeck, Artie Shaw, and Ella Fitzgerald are all here; so are Sidney Bechet, Coleman Hawkins, Lester
Young, John Coltrane, Ornette Coleman, and a host of others.

But Jazz is more than mere biography. The history of the music echoes the history of twentieth-century
America. Jazz provided the background for the giddy era that F. Scott Fitzgerald called the Jazz Age. The
irresistible pulse of big-band swing lifted the spirits and boosted American morale during the Great
Depression and World War II. The virtuosic, demanding style called bebop mirrored the stepped-up pace and
dislocation that came with peace. During the Cold War era, jazz served as a propaganda weapon—and
forged links with the burgeoning counterculture. The story of jazz encompasses the story of American
courtship and show business; the epic growth of great cities—New Orleans and Chicago, Kansas City and
New York—and the struggle for civil rights and simple justice that continues into the new millennium.

Visually stunning, with more than five hundred photographs, some never before published, this book, like
the music it chronicles, is an exploration—and a celebration—of the American experiment.
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From reader reviews:

Earnestine Marcus:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you that Jazz: A History of America's Music
book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Brittany Schafer:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys this
aren't like that. This Jazz: A History of America's Music book is readable by means of you who hate those
straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of Jazz: A History of America's
Music content conveys the idea easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the information but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Jazz: A History of America's
Music is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Scott Duran:

The actual book Jazz: A History of America's Music has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
book.

Hilary Winters:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book Jazz: A History of America's Music to make
your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as
reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book
and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that
the publication Jazz: A History of America's Music can to be your friend when you're feel alone and confuse
with the information must you're doing of the time.
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